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12 February 1947 


NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY 
N.I.A . DIRECTIVE NO. 8 
NATIONAL ^INTELLIGENCE REQUIREMENTS - CHINA 
INTRODUCTION 


1. in order to fulfill the National Intelligence mission, 
as given to the National Intelligence Authority by the President 
it is neoessary to announce and maintain the current essentials 
of National Intelligence desired, and a list of intelligence 
objectives from which those essentials may be produced. These 
statements as a group will hereafter be known as National 
Intelligence Requirements, and will form the broad basis for 
coordinated production of intelligence. 

2. It has been decided initially to evolve the operating 
procedures and the mechanics of interagency coordination neces- 
sary to the production of intelligence based on a formulation 
of National Intelligence Requirements by publishing these 

requirements for one particular area, i.e., | 

basing their contents on that intelligence currently regarded 
the most essential. For this purpose, these requirements will 
obtain until circumstances demand their revision. In any event, 
they will be reviewed quarterly. 

3. Accordingly, the National Intelligence Requirements - 
are published herewith in two parts as follows: 

A. Current Essentials of National Intelligence. 

B. National Intelligence Objectives. 

4. The Central Intelligence Group will issue such co- 
ordinating requests for intelligence to various agencies as 
are neoessary, and will recommend in throe months from date 
of publication any changes in methods and procedures which 
should be applied as standing operating procedures for publi- 
cation of national requirements. 
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A . CURRENT ESSENTIALS 0E NATI0NA1 INTELLIGENCE 
1. The Current Essentials of National Intelligence con- 
sist of that foreign intelligence which is currently essential 
to the National Government in making sound decisions, developing 
foreign policy, conducting foreign relations, avoiding surprise, 
and otherwise planning for and maintaining the national security* 



B, NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE OBJECTIVES 
1, The National Intelligence Objectives are announced as 
a guide to the production of intelligence pertaining to the 
area whicti, when met, would fully satisfy the Current 
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Essentials of National Intelligence . These objectives are to be 

regarded as the basis upon which all phases of intelligence 
. \ 
production can be fully coordinated among the appropriate 

offices of C.I.G. and the intelligence agencies. The specific 

formulations in this section are designed to elicit intelligence 

which will aid in judging the success of or threats to U.S. - 
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GoncurrencaA?f the Imtsliigence Mvisory /j^ard acrang for/the National In- 
telligence Authority pursuant to/pakagr^fph 3 of _NIA Dib^ctiveyNo. 1 . 

INTRODUCTION 


1. in order to fulfill the National Intelligence mission as given 
to the National Intelligence Authority by the President, it is necessary 
to announce and maintain the current essentials of National Intelligence 
desired, and a list of intelligence objectives from which those essen- 
tials may be produced. These statements as a group will hereafter be 
known as National Intelligence Requirements, and will form the broad basis 
for coordinated production of intelligence. 

2. It has been decided initially to evolve the operating procedures 
and the mechanics of interagency coordination necessary to the production 
of intelligence based on a formulation of National Intelligence Retire- 
ments by publishing these requirements for one particular area, i.e., the 

basing their contents on that intelligence currently regarded 
the most essential. For this purpose, these requirements will obtain until 
circumstances demand their revision. In any event, they will be reviewed 
quarterly. 

3. Accordingly, the National Intelligence Requirements 
published herewith in two parts as follows: 

I. Current Essentials of National Intelligence. 

National Intelligence Objectives. 

U. The Central Intelligence Group will issue such coordinating requests 
for intelligence to various agencies as are necessary, and will recommend in 
three months from date of publication any changes in methods and procedure*** 
which should be applied as standing operating procedures for publication 
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of national requirements. 

/£. CURRENT ESSENTIALS OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

1. The Current Essentials of National Intelligence consist of that 
foreign intelligence which is currently essential to the National Govern- 
ment in making sound decisions, developing foreign policy, conducting 
foreign relations, avoiding surprise, and otherwise planning for and main- 
taining the national security. 

2, The following current essentials of National Intelligence for the 

are announced, and constitute the basis for the production of 
national intelligence on that area* 
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